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THE BATTLE-FIELDS NEAR METZ,

The Fortress of Metz and lis Uommunications
~The Towns In the Viclnlty—~The Battles of
Last Week, and where they were Fought—
Has Bazalne Eacaped to the Northwest?

The fortress of Metz is sltuated on the right
or eastern shore of the Moselle, 170 miles due
cast from Paris, To illustrate {the relative posi-
tion of the places which have figured in the re-
ports of the battles fought in its neighborhoed
last week we give an outline plan, in which all
the more important ones are laid down. Thion-
ville is directly north of Metz, at a distance of
17 miles, on the Moselle; while Naney is 20 miles
to the south, on the Meurthe, a branch of the
Moeelle. Half way between Metz and Nancy is
Pont-a-Moysson. Near Metz the Moselle takes
& turn to the west in its upward course, which
places Pont-a-Mousson, which is on the river, a
little to the west of the direct line between Metz
and Nancy.

¥he Communications of Metz and the Nelgh=
boring Towns,

At Frouard, a few miles northwest of Nancy,
a railroad hranches off from the maln line be-
tween Paris and Strasburg, and, following the
course of the Moselle, runs in a northerly direc-
tion throngh Pont-a-Mousson, Champey, Ary,
Jony, Metz, Thary, and Thionville, beyoni
which it passes into the neutral territory of
Luxemburg., Near 1hionville, another railroad
branches off to the left, passing in a north-
westerly direction through Longuyon, Mont-
medy, Sedan, and Mozieres, towards Brussels,
a line at right angles connecting Mezieres with
Rhelms and the nelwork of railroads between
that city and Paris. Metz is thus connected by
rail with Paris by (wo roads, the one ranning
eét from Frouard, 25 miles south, and the bne
running northwest from Thionville, 17 miles
north., It is also the terminns of a railroad run-
- ning from Maoheim west throngh Baarbrock,
and an extension of this line westward to Ver-
‘dun, on the Meuse, 30 miles distant, has been
projected, Unfortunately for the French, how-
'(ever, it has never been built.
. The only road from Metz to Verdun, there-
1imvo. Is the common highway. At Gravelotte,
6 miles west of Metz, and brought by the curve
in the Moselle within two or three miles of the
ver, a high road branches off to the northweat,
-.Mng #irough Doncourt and Conflans te Etaig,
25 miles distant, from which point another high
. branches off in a southwest direction to
L Verdun, Still another high road starts out from
Metz, and, taking o northwest direction, passes
througo Anbone and Briey, the latter place
being about 15 miles distant.  The high road
ruoning nearly due west, and presenting the
most direct route to Verdun, after passing
through Gravelotte, strikes Vionville, Rezon-
ville, and Mars-la-Tonr, all of which have been
given a place in history by the operations of the
past ten days,  Mars-la-Tour is about 12 miles
from Metz, and' Vionville and Rezonville di-
rectly between the first-named plaee and Grave-
te. Such, as near as we can get at them, are
the relative positions of the places given in the
ccompanying sketch. Until they were given
ppusual prominence by the recent milltary
movemonts, they were of such little consequence
a8 not to figure in the gazelleers or on the
maps. Most of them are mere hamlets, and
some of them nothing more than chateaux or
couniry seals of wealthy gentlemen.
The French en the Line of the Mesclie,
The contests of the $ih of August, of which
the full detalls have just reached ue by mail,
nlted in dislodging the French from their
first line—that directly on the frontier and
lacing the Prussian line on the Baar. The bat-
tle of Woerth drove the bulk of the French
forces in the neighborhood of Blrasburg west to
Naney; the battle of Forbach compelled the
falling back of the ndvance of the Freach centre
to Metz. The Emperor's army was thus placed
on the line of the Moselle, extending in a north-
and-south direction from Nauncy to Thionville.
| The advance of the Crown Prince at fhe head
of the victorious Prussian loft after the battle of
Woerth compelled the evicostion of Nancy by
MacMahon on the 18th, the pumuit belag kept
op until both pursuers and pursued were lost
sight of in the region west of the Meuse and

isolated from (he anxious eutside world by the

destruction of rallroad and telegraphic
FPrussian el

advanced, the rallroad west of Frooard

was destrdyed, and communication between |

Metz and Parls by the southern and most diract
ronte destroyed, With Nancy and Frouard in
the hands of the enemy, and the Prussian centre
and right centre, commanded reapectively by
Prince Frederick Charles and General
Bteinmetz, in front of Metz, the line of the
Moselle became uotenable. Marshal Bazaine,
who bad heeb placed in command of the forces

N

b

* Brey

" Auone

toonflans

Doncoort  *
Thavy *

Marse-la-Tour Rezonviile METZ*

Yiooyi.iie Graveioite

€orge *

T ansourt
Champey

PONT-A-MOUSSON

in and around Metz, therefore detcrmined upon

asbandoning his position, leaving only force |

euflicient to hold the stronghold of Metz, his
firet object being to wilbdiaw the bulk of his
army to Verdun, whence it was probably his in-
tention to continue to fall back across
Meuse and the platean of the Argonnes to the
valley of the Marne, where a stand could be
taken In the neighborhood of Chalons, to keep
the invaders from approaching Paris,
The Battle of Sonday, August 11,

Bazaine had drawn his own corps and those
of Frossard, L'Admirault, and Bourbaki to the
immediate neighborhiood of Metz on the 12th,
and on the morning of Bunday, the 14th, he
began to move his arny across the Moselle, Lo
take up the line of march for Verdun. But
before he had accomplished his purpose the 1st
and 7th Prussian Army Corps, commanded re-

spectively by Generals von Manleuffel and Von i
Znstrow, were hurled upon his rear, the corps of |

Frossard sustaining the brunt of theattack. The
result of the battle was that the French com-
mander succeeded in gelting the whole of his
army across the river, while the Prussians sus-
tained a loss altogether oul of proportion tothat
which they inflicted. Dut the westward move-
ment of the French was materially delayed, and
the first object of the Prussians was thus
achieved,
The Battles of Monday, August 13.

On Monday, the 15th, there appears to bLave
been two different engagements, neither of
them, however, on a very extended scale, The
Prussians crossed the Moselle, a portion above
and another portion below Metz, near Pont-a-
Mousson, after which a part of their army ap-
proached Metz to reconnoitre, discovering that
the bulk of Bazaine's force had escaped towards
Verdun, Towards evening, however, the Frenzh
appeared Lo have made an effort to throw the
Prussians, some of whom had already penetrated
us far as Mars-la-Tour, back on the Moselle.
The encounter took place near the village of
Gravelotte, where the Emperor had temporarily
established his beadquarters. The contest was
brief but bloody, and at its close ths relative
positions of the Lwo armics were apparently un-
changed.

The Battle of Tuosday, August 16.

On the morning of Tuesday, the 16th, about
§ o'clock, the two armies encountered each
other beyond Gravelotte, between Doncourt and
Vionville. The French right was towards
Gravelotte, and its left near Doncourt. On the
right it encountered the Prussianleft, composed
of the 3d Corps, General Constantin von Alvens-
leben; and the Hanoverlan Corps, General von
Voigts-Rhetz, of Prince Frederick Charles'
army; while on the lelt it faced General von
Steinmelz’s corps. At each end of the line
there was a desperate and protracied struggle,
but the definite result is yel a mystery, as both
the ofticial and unofficial reports thus far re-
ceived are 80 contradictery as to render it lm-
poseible to get at the troth. *'The enemy were
driven back, and we bivouacked on the position
we boad taken,” said Marshal Bazalne: while
King Willlam claimed to bhave had the advan-
tage. althongh he acknowledged a heavy loss,

The Battle of Wednesday, Angust 17.

A small portion of the French army appears
1o bave beun cut off in the engagemeont of Mon-
day, and during the night the right wing fell
back o few miles to the neighbornood of Mars-
la-Tour, where it was assalled on the morning
of Wednesday, the 17th, by the army of Prince
Frederiek Charles, the action lasting until night-
fall. A victory was again claimed for both
sides; but, although the Prussian attack was
evidently repulsed at several polnts, the main
body of the French appear to have been thrown
back towards Metz, showing that the Prussian
left, under Prince Frederick Charles, had suc-
ceeded in getting aronnd the esemy and inter-
posing ltself between the French position and
Verdun.

The Baitle of Thursday, August 18,

On Thursday, the 18th, the contlict was re-
newed, and by this time the relative positions
of the two hostile armies appear to have been
changed, the French facing west aud the Prus-
slaps east. The French, at the opening of the
battie, appeared to have advanced some distance
west of Graveloite towards Rezonville, having
thue under thelr partial control both of the roads
to Verdun, which diverge at the former place,
the southern one through Mars-la-Tour, and the
northern oné threugh Doncourt. The battle,
which was the most houly contested of the whole
serles, began about 10 o'clock in the morning
and lasied uotll 9 at night, the Fronch being

von |

the |

gradually driven back until they lost their hold

upon the two roads to Verdun and were safe

from further nssault under the gons of Mate,
Buch, at least, is the Prossian side of the
etory, and there would seem to be but ltile
doubt that the relative positions of the two
armics at the close of the sirnggle ware such as
to render all communicationa with Parls by way
of Verdun impossible. This much the Prusslans

claimed, with apparent justice, and in being |

able to do go they witnessed the partlal accom-
plishment of the task they set shout on the
mornicg of the 14th—the prevention of & with-
drawal of Bazaine's army from Melz by way of
tbe most direct route towards Parie, which lay
throvgh Mars-la-Tour and Verdun,

The Present Situntlon.

But the firet despatehes from Kiog Willlam's
headquarters claimed that the communications
ol Bazaipe hoad been entirely severed, and his
army hemmed in around Metz. The 12th Pras-
sian Corps was said (o hold the rallroad from

lage, for the altack had been so sudden that thers
had been Bo Lime o strike the tenta,

AMeanwhile reinfororments had come up from Por
hach, and 8pl keren being the key to the position, |
Wik not to be lelt to the cnemy. The ammanition
was served out, for the eoldiers had used up thelr
cighty rounde. General Metmann's division opens
fire on the woods with thelr artillery, and the mi-
trallleuses are ordered Into actlon, but the ob-
stacles of wood and eover are nsuperable, and they
are usaless, Doring the delay the wounded have
been ploked up, the stm{licrs have been coliscted,
Al BOW COMES & new advance, Charging down the
slde of the hill we reach the foot of the next ridge;
many of the men throw thomselves flat on the ground

. while the hafl of musketry whistles aver their heada,

! yond the strength of mortal man.

Metz to Thionville, rendering the Lostile cordon |

drawn around the French army complete. 71his
is apparently coafirmed by the brilllant and
graphic description of the battle by the New
York I'vibune's correspoudent, published in full
on another page to-dav, who states that late
io the day the army of General von Bteinmetz
swept down from the northeast, effected a june-
tion with the forces of Prince Frederick Charles,
effectually flanked the French, and completed
the investment of Metz on the northwest, In
still further confirmation is the acknowledzinent
by the French authoritios that for two whole
days there wns no commuunication between
Paris and Bazaine's army, which tends to show
that, for a time atl least, the investment of Maiy
was complete on all sides, and the French
forces entirely isolated.

On Monday morulng we had a report, from
Prussian sources, that at daybreak on Sunday,
the <l1st, Bazaine made a determined effort to
break through the Prussian lines, but was driven
tack after a deeperate fight of three hours. Of
this alleged encounter no further tidings have
been received, from either French or Prussian
sources, and the whole report has been gene-
rally discredited. But, with h's army com-
pletely surrounded, it was necessary that Ba-

| zaine should do eomething, starvation and capi-

tulation being his only alternative. It was use-
less to attempt cscape by way of Pont-a-Mous-

| eon and Toul, the rallrond in that direction

being in the undisputed possession of the Pros-
gians. The route direstly west by way of Ver-
dun was equally fmpracticable: for five days he
had struggled hard to maintain his hold npon it.
In this dilemma, the route by way of Thiou-

| ville and Montmedy offered the only possible

chance of escape. And now ariges the
vital question as to how his communlea-
tions with Parls were reopened, as they have
apparently been. Yesterday we had two dis-

| tinct reports, one that he had received supplies
| by way of Mezieres and Montmedy; another to
| the effect that he had made good his escape,

with the bulk of his army, as far as Montmady,

| France.

And now two oflcers on harseback clear the space
40a ride up to the Prossiana,  The troopa push on
ngain and the combat 18 rencewed, bat it s in valn
The French fought desperately, hand to hand., Oar
mitraillenscs were never onoe brought into play, The
Prussian position was too strofig; it was a task be-
And at nightral)
we heard the drums and bugles of an approaching
column from Sarregucmines, bat it was too late,
Lavancoupet's division was demoralized. The di-
for the 40th, ith, and 24h lne and the 10th
Chasseutrs  were almost eXerminated, Retreat
was the only course open. We fell
on Sietlin, the artillery covering our
ment,  Not & wonl ol complalnt was

Hove-
heard

| holin that direction. The 1tk Foot Chasseurs at

|

| kept continually advancing.

binek |
| elpal

from the troops, though T saw the teara roll down |
many a brave fellow's cheeks, forgetful of his own |
| misfortane and thoughtful only of the honor of |

It was a sad sight, The Prussians had

| selzged the rallway station and had fired upon It

though it was filled with fogitives.
woman shot dead and others wounded, The vil-
lagers accompanied our mavch, women woeeping,
children whining at being dragged abroad in the
night. No fires were permitted along the lae of
march for [ear of drawing upon us the fre of the
I'russian guns,

I will not_offer my own opinions, but prefer to re-
peat what 1 heard,

| mpartial critic aud no mean judge of the meriis of

his superiors, 1 recollect to have read that Prince

| Frederick Charles considered one of the deflcicacies

of the French system was its contempt of scouting
parties. laa the Freoch (o this case been properly

| bandled, they must have known thut the Prussians
| were advancing in force, The woods were ull of

which is 25 miles dué north of Verdun and 45 |

miles northwest of Metz, and was contemplating
a junction with MacMahon's army at the head
of the valley of the Marne. Immediately on top
of this came the announcement that he was stiil
in the nelghborhood of Metz, and that MacMalion
had succeeded in joining him with a large force,
by way of the route which, it was first stated,
Bazaine had taken onm his retreat. Coupled
with this last repert is the further announce-
ment, but as yet confirmed by ne official reports,
that the Crown Prince had abandoned his march
towards the capital, and, marching in a north-
east direction, united his army with that com-
manded by Prince Frederick Charles and Von
Stelnmetz, to the west of Metz. Thus the matter
stands, and it is useless to Indulge in further
speculations until the mystery is partially cleared
up by later and fuller advices.

~—Bince writing the above a despatch has been
reccived stating that, according to the very
latest news from Parls, Metz 1s completely iso-
lated. But it doea not tell us whether Bazaine
i= al Metz or at Montmedy.!

THE BATTLE OF FORBACH.

e ——

H lon of rd's D
A Graphle Dmu" o - s Delent In
A correspondent of the New York World

glves a graphic deseription of Frossard's defeat
at Forbach.  He writes from Metz, under date
of August 10, as follows: —

On the 6th of August, a4 7in the mornlng, oir
reglments on the helghts of Saarbruck were ordered
Lo fall back on a second line of hills in front of the
\'illl]ie of Spikeren, The French had three divisions,
about 20, men The vlllaie itself 1 (n a hollow,
commanded front and rear by ridges; iu front the
ridge ends om a plain, in sharp acclivities; on the
lert les the main road to Forbach, and the rallway.
On the right there 18 a large wood covering the
slope and descending into the plain, The frontier
Jine was at the very edge of this wood., At 10o'clock
fire is opened, We were expecting the attack from
the Sarreguemines gide, and we thought this was
only a felnl; but it 18 no skirmishiog line, The
Prusglans are advancipg in heavy masses. They
are arriving along the Forbach road by the gorge of
the hill, and 48 they debouch and open oul we see
what |8 In slore for us; they arc at least 60,009 strong.
The alfuir will be serious.

The 10th Foot Chasseurs were sent forward as
ekirmishers; on the left the 46th lino held the wood,
The Prussian hoe began with a close, rapid fire;:
they heid themselves well down In the ditches and
fired &t our men as they galned the extremity of the
iutean, On the right the work begun at once.

tound the wood there was terrible anuug. The
mugketry fire is one ) roll; they climb & sharp
AACLINM W& mow ithem wn lr{ whole lines:; the
blanks are filled lninnu.f. and. the column keeps
pressing upwards antil at last they make good their
1ooting, and entering the wood, etfect & junction with
those who had been comln= up on the other slde,
Iu this bush-tighting 1 have since that the 40th
lne and 10th Chasseurs unavoidably fired on each
other several tmes: but the m:.n‘f must have suf-
fered terribly, The Chassepotls had & longer range,
but this sdvan was sensibly lessened as they
cloged In.  The 'russian ariil poureéd o a heavy
fire of shot and shell, while the I'rench oatteries,
though inferior In force aud numbers, made
up for their deficiency by the oxtreme rapidity of
thelr movements gand by the cersaiuty ol thelr prac-
tice, The mitraillenses, from which 80 much was ex-

cted, might have compensated far the French
nferiority of numbers, but unfortunately they could
not be brought into play ; the fig was 5o haond-to-
hand in the woods that their explosion would have
been a8 dangerous to friend as to foe. This cover
fighting, indeed, the Frepch soldlers sutribute to the
Prussian disiike, first, of the mitraillense; secondly,
of the payonet. In one
hundred men of the $ist, who finding themselves in
the open field and short of oartrid went for the
Prussians with the cold steei; but de-
cliped the honor, and falrly bronhmd the French-
mmtmb‘wpmod. were obliged to fall into

Hl

About 8 o'clock, in spite of all we conld do, the
Frussians Megu their podition and threw up In-\
trepchments in the wood. The on the
Freach side was severe, ‘The lttle vi church of
Splkeren was turned into a hospital, a sl pro-
coession of w MEn Wi Soon | Most of
the ofMicers of the 40th were either killed or wounded,
eon. The women of the vill

There Was no s
id thelr best in away the blood agd bind-
ing up the wounds—ike frst surgeon belng the bapd-

master, and his only medicament & bottle of amell

-salts,
mihmmm flag has been ran up on the church ; the
Prussian guns respect the sigpal, put the shell plays
OVer us and drops 1p10 the oamp i rear of Lthe Vil

them and nobody knew (L, The soldiers, (aterchang-
ing opinions freely, commented on this ignorance,

Tne army was splendid, the fighting heroio, but
the gencraiship deplorable, At Forbach there was
o train with four car-loads of powder. A shell
would have exploded the train and blown the depot
aud village to atoms.  So a batiery of artiliery was
sent to cover it, The sight of this battery brought
on the Progsian fire; the artillery retired, bot were
obliged Lo leave the caramd the powder. | mention
LIiE not A8 any one's fauit; it might have Yeen the
besl « ourge, but it wis an ineldent,

General Stelnmetz2’s Heport,

The following I8 the official report from General
von Steinmety regarding the battle : —

“Fo-day, from noon till after dark, & severs and
woll-contested battie has been foaght betwaeesn Saar-
bruck aud Forbach. The L4th Division commenced
the engagement, and was snccessively supported
against the encmy, who had fortifed l.I|umm-r\'-.-.~| 3
thiree Lattalions and the battery of the 16th Ill\rl«sfon.

| three hattaliong, two batteries, and cavalry (the tele-
| gram does not gpecily which), The heights of Spike-

ren, to the south of the exercise ground, were taken
a{z storm and the cnemy driven bgek upon Forbach

‘hiie this was going on the 15th Divizion advansed
opposite Volklingen, took Hossein, and by nightfall
cstablished the head of the column ab Forbaoh,
ueneral Francols was killed, Very many wouaded
men and a jarge numboer of prisoners [rom the (ule-
rent reghments of Frossard's corps, The pumber

| has not yet been ascertalned,

“] have assumed the command,
Y, STEINMETE

A French Acecount of the Closing Scenews of the
Bautle,

Camille Pelletan, a correspondent of one of
the papers, thus describes the close of the batile
of Forbach:—

Then a horglble scone was prosentad, In the
face of these mew enemies delachments of regi-
merts and scattered Lodies (corps) reformed, and
the goldiers of hYoth nations fonght almost kand to
hand, firing 8t each other at one hundred yards
with guns that kili at one thonsand fdve hundred.
The Nashes seemed to touoh; the volleys were
delivercd point binnk, Wo resisted, we struggled,
hat we were crushed, It was impossivle 1o ﬁeep
It up. We were caught between two
Prussian batteries 1t was at first & retreat—orderty
enovgh-then It becanie a rout, & flight; men,
women and children, wild, panle-stricken and lost,
fled maay knew not whitheér, Then Forbach took
iire, and the fames blazed up in Iurid redness
through the darkness of the night. Now the enemy
were masters of all. They fired upon a passing
iralp, and the carriages ran in the midst of smoke
and throngh o hail of buliets and cannon balis, The
station was captured; a train fall of soldiers was

| Belged, and the locomotive was sent back alone to

tellthe tale of our disaster,”

The French commander states oMcially that the
Prussians turned one of their batterles upon the
ambulance co but it Is Impossible to belleve that

| Germans would w!lllm{lv Le gullty of an atrocity

like this. 1n the present state of Frénch minds this

{ may be merely another trick to work them up to

frenzy against the invader; or it may have been an
accident caused by the disorderly retreat of the
heaten troops who became mixed up with the line
of hospital wagous,

THE BATTLE OF WOERTH.

An American Acceunt—The Battle-field—The
Attnck—{:rent Strength of the Prussjans—The
Territic Fighting—The French Retreat,

We gave yesterday = full ascount of the battle
of Woerth from French and Euoglish sonrces.
The following details from the correspondent of
the New York Times, writing from Paris on
Aungust 12, will be read with Interest: —

1 send you, compiied from the letters of our own
correspondents in the feld, and from ofMiclal sources,
& condensed, but at the same time very full, account
of the battle of Froschweller, (or, as the Prussians
term It, the battle of Woerth), in which, while tne
I'russlans ned a substantisl advantage, the
French added to their mibtary fame a fresh halo of
Imperighable glory. 1o the future annals of the
nctual copflict between France and Prussia, the
battle fought on the 6th of Angust, with such fearfal
odds against the French side, will be recorded In
France us the battle of Froschweller, and in Germauy
as the batule of Woerth, from the names of the two
villages which formed the Frim-.ipu points of attack
and defense on the day
though not at all iogloviows, to the French arma,
Frosohweller is one of the fnest strutegical poaltions
in this portion of the Veosges mountains. [t was
here that Hoche, one of the glorions illustrations
of the First Empire, defeated the Prussian army
during the war of the republic, and it was here,
also, and at Woerth, that Marshal MacMahon had
drawn up his corps o arines, under the pmpression
that reinforcements, U needed, might easily be
forsheoming from Bitehe, Strashurg, and Colmar.

THE FRERCH POSITION,

Acvording to Information received on the previous
day, It was not expectod that the 'russians would
attinck before the Tth, but that supposition turped
ont 1o be incorrect, 48 well as the oploion as lo the
number of the enemy likely 1o be brought 1 bear
upon the French forces preseut. ‘Tius numerioal
Ruperiority ultimately proved o be overwhalming, in
Epite of the herole action of every Frenoh soldier
engaged o the battle, which lasted from 10 in the

| morning till 7 in the evenlng.

MacMahon's troops occipled & formidabie posi-
tion on the beights around Woorth; the Marshal's
bheadquarters were al the chateau of Tuarckhebm

| he had posted & considerable reserve of cavalry at

¢ 1 saw aboul three |

|

Hejohshofen, to the left of which village the n-
fautry and cavalry of the division which had beon
engaged on the 4th were also posted, The Marshal's
lca-&i commanded by General Ducrot, was at Fros:h -
wetler; aud his centre, composed of the divisions
commanded respectively by Genorals Haoult and
Lartigues, was In posiilon at Elsenhaussen and
Morsbronner,
OPENING OF THE BATTLE.

At an early hour in the morning, an exchange of
Slois belween outposts indicated the pro Ltyof a
O engagement, spd similar alar waere re-
peated several vimes i 10 o'olock, when the battle
of Froschweller commenced in earnest, to termi.
nate with such logses on both sides that the viotory
0f the Prusslans mwust have cost them dearer even
than the defeat of MacMahon's curps d'arinee cost
the Frepch. “Turee such victories,” writes an en-
thusisstic French journalist, who was dodging about
all day in Woerth amid showers of shot shells
aud cannon tmlls, “‘would certal demoralize, If
not rioln, the wimy o'(,me K of - s."mwuen
the Prussiap pring began serlousiy, it was
w be omn a fre of shar for
Frenab er expocied Lo be attacked from
the side of Sarreguemines; but the Prassians
issged o such dense nasses from Saarbruck, both
by the high road to Forbscn and along the pass be-
uind the vilage of Aroeval, that Marsial MacMabon
85 gpue peroaived thal matiors werg DecOmIng very

1 gaw one poor |

The French soldler 194 a pretty |

| several trials with his gun at Vincennes, stole the

| There 18, however, a fact connected with the French
| mitralllense which gives It a certain advantage.

once gpexed out as tirallleurs (n front of the Spikeren
mameion, while the 40th Regiment of the line ocon-
pied a wood, On the right the Prosalans commenced
A very vigorous and well-sustalned fire; they were
an buscated In ditchoes, from whence they fired up-
ward on the Froch soldiers, who gradually roached
the extreniity of the plateau, while the T'rufsians
attacked the wood on two sides,
FIGATING IN THE WOOD4,

It was In and arounsd this_wood that the most ter-
rible fighting took place. There wus an (ncassant
roll of shot firing, a8 the Prussigns endeavored to
climb a ““F approach; entire lines were slro?!
down by the French fire, but they were constant ¥ |
replaced by fresh troope, and Lhe attacking column
A% soon as it reached
the tummit the Prossians fell upon the woods, to
assist thuse who had taken up a position on the other
side. In the midst of the clumps of trecs and be-
hipd the hedges, the 40th Regiment struggled herol-
cally, while the chasseurs, on the outside, were bat-
tiing with the Prussians on the left. Unfortunately,
owing (o the inevitable confusion arising from fight-
g in & wood, the chasseurs and the soldlors of the

visions of Batallle and Verger were not mach batier, | line did each other much mischief; bat it s

ais0 certain that the Prossiane suffered dreadfully,
as the French Chassepota carry further than the |
Prussian guns, although this superiority was not of
much advantage, owing to the closeness of the prin-

part of the sangulnary conflict,  While this
herrible combat was proceeding, the Prussian and
French artillery were actively engaged in other di-
rections, and the heavy and nolsy projectiles, as they
fell or exploded, ralsed immense clouas of dust, and
spread death and destruction on both sides. The
Frussians were inflnitely superior as to the number
of their cannon, and literally fired down the compa-
ratively few pleces that were oppoged to them, al-
though the French fired throughout Lhe «Jday with
great calmness and regularity.

THE MITRAILLEUSES,

Much, and very justly, was expected from the
niftrailleuses, and they wouldfcertainly have proved
an effective assistance to make up for the numerical
inferiority of the French troops.  But, unfortu-
nately, they counld but rarely be made use of : first
of all, because thef require the enemy to be upon
apen ground, unprotected by obstacles, whoereas here
the trees completely nentraiszed their power of de-
struction. Then, again, the French and the P'ras-
slan seldiers were 50 mixed together, although
always at a certaln distance, sometimes advancing,
sometimes  retiring, that 1t wounld have been
diffienit to strike the epemy only. By-the-by, the
mitralllense used by the Germanas is the invention of
an American Font eman, Dr. Gatllng. You will re-
member that about two years and a half ago I wrote
Yyou & mass of particulars regarding this arm, and
concerning the shameful waygin which Dr, Gatling
was treated by the French nuﬂlormwn. They made

principle of It, and let him unrewarded, Of
course he oarried it over to the Prussian side, and it
18 now belng used effectively against the l}ren"h.

By
the remioval of one small plece of it8 mechanism,
which a gunner can casily effect by displasing it

| before it takes to ilight, the gun 18 rendered perfectly |

by |

useless,
TERROR OF THE BAVONET.
There are two things of which the Prossians ap-
pear to be particularly afraid—the mitratllenses and
the bayonet charge—and duaring the present war

| they have constantly endeavored to avold coming in

hat proved so disastrous, |

| with regard to the supply of food for the army of the

| e

contact with either. Inorder to insure thair com-
parative safety, they intrench themselves hcluml.1
no matter what, and manifest a apeocial dread of the
aries blanches, a8 the French call their bayonets, In |
the battle of the Gth, three handred men of 24th
Hegiment, (French line),jbecoming suddenly without |
ammunition while exposed to & heavy fire, marched
straight up to the eneiny with their bayonets, amid
o shower of shot., When within ffty yards, the
Frussians took to filght and broke their ranks, but
the charging party was not in suflleient force to
pursue its advantage. E
A SECOND ATTACK —PRUSSIAN VICTORY,

About 12 o'clock the battic appeared to be won by
the French jon the side of Froschwelller, and there
Was a short respite of about ten minutes’ duration.
Suddenly the Prussian artillery opened, as it were,
an entirely fresh attack npon Woerth, and cannon-
aded at tbe same time the other points of the French

gition, This thuunder, directed to the right and
eft, replied to by the sharp cracking of the mitrail-
leuses, lasted for upwards of two houra, during
which the entire arsensl of modern destruction was
bhrought to bear upon the brave men of both armies,
At Lhis time (about 2 o'clock) all Marshal Mac-
Mahon's disposable troops had been brought
into positicn ; they amounted to about 30,000 me
and the German forces opposed to them exceede
100,000, with 4 proportionate superiority as to artil-
lery, Soon after the Prussian commander-in-chlef
ordered the uttack of thejcentre at Elsenhanssen,
‘Three times the assanlt was repulsed, but the Ger-
mans had 80 many troops to spare, I.Iult cach time
fresh solalers were led to the attack, while those who
were beaten went to re-form under the pro-
tection  of thelr  artillery.  After each re-

ulse fOve or six hundred Tuarcos ami
Zouaves pursued the enemy 0 the end of the
village, where, on the third occasion, a considerable
number of the heroes of the Freach onet were
surrounded, and either killed, wounded, or taken

risoners. This achlevement turned the tide of the
hattle completely In favor of the Pruss wlho, on
the fourth assault, dhlox&zed the troops from the
centre of the French position at Blsenhaussen, while
the hill In front of Froschwelller was the scone of one
of the most determined fights ever witnessad, end-
fng In the defeat of the French, who weore beaten by
sheer numbers, in whose presence courage hecame
n=eless because powerless,

THE FRENCH RETREAT.

At 3 o'clock Froschwelller was on fire,§and at 4
o'vlock Elsenbanssen was buruing also, 'The Freach,
althoogh beaten, did not to be aware that
they were almost surrounded by enemies, and that
it was time to retreat, Atd o'clock all the Prussian
masses that had pot yet been brought Lnto requals!-
tion were ordered to advance, descended the hills
of Gumstadt, Daffepbuch, and Goreadorf,and were let
looke against those few of the French who were still
capable of offering any resistance. The battle of
Froschwellier waa lost and won, .

WHAT FRANCE WANTS.

A Vranco-American View—The Empire Has
Pussed Away, but France Remnins favia-
Elb’ao
The Messager Franco-Americain, the Liberal

French organ published in New Yerk, in refer-

! late In stocks,

| new; 100 G@l10;

ring to the alleged terms of peace recently made
public, says: —

*1f the Germamns are obtuse enough to wish foran
Empire alter France's example, and their own ex-
erience during centuries; I they wish to render
mmovable the absolute authority of the house of
llobenzollern, and to prostrate themselves before
Willinm and his decendants, let them do it as mach
@8 they chose | that 18 thelr business, If that s what
they call progreua they prove their ability and -
Ness Lo march at t’lle head of Europe and of civiliza-
tion, as they pretend to. With regard to the dosn-
fall of Napoleon, there 18 ouly one wonl to say: it
was decided some timeago. * * * * As for the
Orleans family, we do not Delleve that it has merited
the insult which it has M-duy received from the
Prussisn Government, * "' They have offered
their services to France to dght sgainst I'russia, not {
in order to seck sbelter under the hated fag of |
the Hohenzollern, We know uot tha plans of the
Imoperialist party, to which party our conntry owes
the disasters of the puast forinight and s third in-
vasion. One mn, 15 certaln, und that 15 that the
Empire is defeated, and there s, therefore, no fur-
ther reason for its existence. But the empire hav-
lng passed away, Frauce remalns Fraore; France
remains invinclble, From the thne wien the enemy
stepped on 1t8 soll the laperial war Dicame 8 Da-
tions)l war. Those only can Jead who are resolved
1o conguer or to die: those ouly who will péver con-
sent to any deed of shame: Lhoss ouly wao have
faith In the deatiny of the Buropean democracy, and
who kpew that it bélongd to & free aad repablican
France 10 march at the head of the nations,”

FEEDING AN ARMY,

The “Physion]l Basls’ of Flghting.
The Gezetle de France gives the following deialls

Rhine : —Meat—the contract for fresh meat for the
army of the Ihine has been given o the syudie of
the catlle merchauts ut the price of 160, o5, the kilo-
gramme—about 80,0005, a i the performance of
this contract to begin on fhe 6th of Augast, Salt
ment for the fleel & supplied by the Amerloans, It
i the best and wholesomest, say the exporiers. The
o8 of bascon come from Bristany,
real storchouse for this article.
& nl:uumy of fdour also

It with this Aoar chiefly

that the bread 18 made which |8 baked (o Paris

' Tag G,

| J. Mack, T,

Me., wi

for the troopa It seoms (0 be declded that
in fature the bread shall be baked on
the spot noar oach camp. [t has bLeegn caloulated
thal 1000 journeymen bakers and 250 cam i
ovens are enough to sopply the wants

men. The cam oven, of thin iron, can be
st up In three urs and used lmmmb. The

Lread for the troops in Parts will be baked at the

Invalides and other supplementary volldings, Five :

hundred thousand rations of rood leave Parie ea-h
day for the castern frontier—biscuit, rice, dry voge-
tahles, sugar, roasted coffce brandy, wine, et
Forage—Switzerland sends It 1o Nancy in boata,
The [orage, taken at the rool, comes to Ity franoa
the thousand. The Hupgarian hay, delivered at :ho
Strasburgg raliway station, will cosc fifty-five frapcs
the thdusand. Experience will decide ss o the
quami of the forage from these two markeis, 14 (s
well known that there (s a scarcity o Fraoce sy
regards this article,

e ——

FINANCE AND COMMERCUE,

—il—y
EVENING TELRGRAPR Orrice,
_ Wednesday, Ang. 34, 1990, I
T'he loan market continues active, and borrow-

| ers arc again In strong force both at the banks

and in the outside market. Call loans are very
dull in the absence of any disposition to apecu-

M and money is freely loaned at 5! é
@ty per cont. on good collaterals. Discounting
is active and firm, the lowest figure being 7 per
cent,, even on the best paper offered in the mar-
ket.  The exact figure depends as much on
dates as credits at this time.

(3old js very active and unsettled; =ales open-
iln;g_nt 1163, advanced to 1179, and closed at

144

Government bonds were duall and weak. in
sympathy with the downward course of go R
but this tendency is hardly so rapid.

Stocks continue dull and prices are a {~aston
off. Bales of City s, new, at 10134,

Reading sold at 47-60, regular, up to 47,
b. 0.: Pennsylvania was fairly active, with saled
M O87{ and 581y, 8, 0.; sales of Lebigh Valley
at 5775, and Camden and Amboy at 114%;.

Canal shares were in better demand.  Bales of
Lehigh at 34'¢ and 38%, b. 0., and Schuylk.l
common at B!y, '

The balance of the list waa neglected.
PHILADELPHIA STOOK EXCHANGE SALES,
Heported by De Haven & Bro., No, 40 8, Third sireet,
FIRST BOARD.

£200 City 88, New,101%| 1508h Read R... % 47 69
§1200 N Penna 7s sc 80 | 200 Lol 47 00
§2000 Phil & E 78,15, 88 100 3

$100 Leh 68, 'B4.... 533 | 600
%5 sh Penna R. .18, 1n0
200 do.. 18,850 181 d

G4 abh Leh V.2d.1a. 877 100 do.... !

26ah Cam & Am R.114% | 800 sh Sch Nw ., ..

200 sh Leh N.s.be0. 84| 100 do
160 do......bd, 33%

NAnR & LADNER, Brokers, re th! !
Gold quotations as follows: ' T - L8 morning
1000 AL M, ........... 1183 10088 A, M ...,
1001 - " e 1101315 P. M., .,
051 - 1173 1216 “ R % Ery
1082 O T L T I L1115

JAY CoOKE & Uo. quote Government securi‘jes ag
follows :—U, 8, 68 of 1881, 114} @114 % ; 5-90s of 1862,
112@M18y : do, 1864, 1115@111%; do. Nov, 1665,
HOMII0L - 0. 1568, A0 @O ¢ " orin b

A3 1103 ¢ 1087, @
1003, ; Pacifcs, 111 @112y, Gold, 117%. i

MEgsgrs, DR HAVEN & BRroTaer, No, 40 8. Third
street, Philadelphia, report the following quotations :
-1, 5. 68 of 1851, 114, @114) : do, 186 1@ty ;
do, 1864, 111@1114; do, 1865, 111, @1 1135 do. iBob

do. 1867, do. 109%,@1105 : do. 1868,
do. 1105@110% ; 10-408, 108 @109, U, S 30 Year
6 per cent. Currency, L1 X@112. Gold, 117 @175 ¢
Sliver, 112@114; Union Ific Rallroad ist Mort,
Bonds, 820@830; Central Pucific Rallroad, 7% 350 3
Union Pacific Land Grant Boods, T40@770,

MEssRS, WILLIAM PAINTER & Co,, No, 36 S. Third
street, report the rollo!rinf quotatiens:—U, S. 6& of
16881, 1147, @114 ; 6-208 0 1562, 112@112% ; 40, 1564,
N1L@111%; do. 1865, 1115@111%: do,, July, 1560,
100)@110; do., July, 1867, 110@110%,; do. July,
1668, 110@i10%: b8, 1040, 0T@10T4; U. S, Pasilio
RR. Cy. 68, 111@112) Gold, 1Tx@117y,

ot 115

Fhiladelphia Trade Repori,
WEDNESDAY, Aug, 24,—There Is more iaquiry for
Flour, both for shipment and home consumption,
and prices are steady. Sales of superfine % § ik
5+62)4; extrasal §675@612Y ; Towa, Wisconsin, and
Minnesots extra family at $825@7T, the latter rate
for choice; 100 barrels Pennsylvania do, do, at §7-2
000 barrels Ohio do. do., part at §725@720, aod
part on private terms; 300 barrels Kentoky do. do,
at §740; and fancy brands at $7T5@R3), as in

quality. Rye Flour ma Y qu 1
Il'rtcv.u’ of UIJ’I“I:I Mesl are zo::l:gl.aud o avilg
The demand for Wheat has lmrrm'ed. but prices
remain without change. Sales of 5500 bushels Indi-
ana red at $140@1 43; 1500 bushels Michigan amber,
at §1:46@1°61 ; and 500 boshels Indians white, Choke,

At §160, Hye 15 held at for new Wulr.em
and Soutkern, CUorn 15 dull and lower, Sales of
Pennsylvania yellow b O@08c. ; Western do, g1 94
@06, ; and Western mixed at 89@d3c. Oats are
more active., Sales of 10,000 bushels new Western
At 48@40c,; 28500 bushels do, at %02 ; apd 10K)
bushels Maryland at 45¢,

Whisky i8 Iwo cents lower. Sale®o! 135 parrels
Western iron-bound sold al 95@06¢.

LATEST SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE.

" Por additional Marine News sce Insice qua.“

N Atvod

. vad, shi .,
i Weathersfield, rrom".‘ig :' :ﬁa:?ﬂ,

from Tahiti.
Salled, ship Comadre, for Liverpoo!,
e ————
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Sax Fraxcisco, Aug.
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N.S. W.;and
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CLEARED THIS MORNING,
St'r Beverly, Plerce, New York, W. P. Clyde & 0.
schr F. R, » Bowman, Boston, Sinnickson & (o,
Schr Edith May ng&nl, Wellnee da,
Schr Heary 'Iur, rman, New ford, do,
Bchrc% W. Locke, Huntley, Boston, Day, Huaddell

&
Schr Emma B, Shaw, Shaw, Boston,
Schr West Wind, Townsend, Boston, ao.
Schr James Satterthwaite, lhmmqy. Boston, do.
Schr R, W, Huddell Mxllmmwn, a0,
Schr H. S. Brooks, Love, Hast Cambridge, a0
Schr am&en Hotchkiss, Hodgson, Bosion, Walter

]ml:l H m Swaln, Bost
Schr E. H. ‘alo, on,
Schr M, A, Folsom, Rose, Boston,
Sehr C. Young, Young, Boston, do.
Behr Ald, Smith, Charlestown, o,
Schr Henry Allen, Tatew, Commercial Polnt, do,
Schir L. H, Cady, Wood, Boston do.
Schr W, 8. Doughten, fatem Iiuverspm:. do,
Schr H. J. Raymond, Eilsworth, Bosion, ~ ao,
T
schr W, B, s o ;
Schr Redondo, Sm Ith%n. ' 3'3:
Tog Hudson, Nicholson, Baltimore, wiih & tow of

b w. P. L‘l,dc & U,
Hutohios, Davis, Havre-de-Grace, with a
tow of barges, W. P, Clyde & Co,

ARRIVED THIS MORNING.

Steamship Tonawanda, Barrett, 10 hours from
Suvannuh, with cotton, rice, ete,, to Philadeiphia and
Southern Matl Steamship Co. Passengers—Mrs, 5,
Gerstman, Mrs, E. U, Hoberts, Miss Annie Roberts,

J, Rawis, P, B, Walsh, and Mrs. Mary
Gardner,

Steamer W. Whilldin, Riggans, 13.hours from Bal.
timore, with , and DEErs to A, sroves, Jr,

Bleamer H“ﬂuwer,’ ‘ultz, 24 hours from New
York, with mdse. to W, P, Clyde & Co,

Schr M, Rhelnhart, Hand, from Kenneves River,
with lo¢ o Pean 1oe Co,

Bchr Cordelis Newkirk, Huntley, from uardiner,
Me., with ice to Knickerbooker Loe Co,

Schr Quezn of the South, Corson, from Gardiper,
ive o Knickerbocker loe Co.

Schr John W, Hall, Fowell, from Gardiner, Me,,
with lce to Enlckerbocker [ee Co.

Schr Pathway, Huley, from Gardiper, Me., with
ioe to Knickerbocker loe Co,

Schrd. A, Gritip, Kimmy, from Gardioer, Me.,
with ice to Knlckerbocker Ice Co, )

Schr Ocean Bird, helley, 4 days from New Yark,
with salt to Wikam Bumm & Son.

Schr g E ﬁu;ulgn,l};um from Providen e,

Behr J, B, Aus v

Miller

Scbr Harriet N, Suiher
) F e, Shaw, from Provides e,
from New
from New

o,

do.
do.

Sehr American
Schr M., Hand, No
Schr Addie Murchie,

ven.
mm:mmw with a

barges &

Tog (Wﬁ- e, M w, from Havre.dedrace,

with & tow of barges to W. . Clyde & Jo.
MEMORANDA,

Steamer Ciyde (new), Honter, henoe, a1 N, York
at 7 o'clock this mornlog, after having veen dotaingd
some time by the fog.

Steamer Hattl e, Winnett, for Phiadeiphia,
salled from Boston 7 P, M. yalmy;ﬂ.

Steamer Leopard, Hugh aduiphia, 8atied
rom Boston 9 A. M, »




